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In 1951, there were 26,167 wholesalers of all types whose aggregate volume of 
business transacted was $14,401,036,700. The number of establishments increased 
5-7 p.c. as compared with 1941, but the dollar volume of business increased about 
three-fold. 

As in 1941, the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec accounted for most of the 
trade in 1951, but to a lesser degree—65-6 p.c. in 1941 compared with 58-4 p.c. in 
1951. The small declines in the proportion of the Canada total accounted for by 
these two provinces were offset mainly by increases in Manitoba and British Colum­
bia. Most of the total sales volume originated in the larger cities; 79-1 p.c. in 
cities of 30,000 population or over and 58-4 p.c. in the four largest Canadian cities—-
Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg and Vancouver. 

By kind of business, wholesalers proper were most active in groceries and food 
specialties, where sales of $883,272,800 accounted for 16-1 p.c. of total trade in 
those commodities. Manufacturers' sales offices were most active in metals and 
metal work, machinery and electrical goods; and the trading of agents and brokers 
was most important in terms of dollar sales volume of farm products (raw materials). 

Wholesalers of all types employed a minimum of 178,658 persons and a maxi­
mum of 224,526 in 1951. Though the figures for employees were not compiled 
on a basis comparable with 1941, the payroll in 1951 of $543,047,800 was comparable 
with that of $189,449,100 in 1941, and exceeded it by 186-6 p.c. 

Table 5 shows wholesale establishments grouped according to the number of 
employees for 1951. Those with five or more employees accounted for only 36 p.c. 
of the total number of establishments, but were responsible for 78 p.c. of the total 
dollar volume of wholesale trade. 

2.—Wholesale Trade, classified by Major Type of Operation, by Province, 1951 
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